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Dear Friends of LEO,

By any measure 2022 was a challenging year for the LEO Organization. Leo Finnegan, our Board President, 

announced his retirement and Grace Robinson, our Executive Director, resigned. The LEO Board of Directors stepped 

up to fill in the gaps. 

Molly Simpson was hired as Program Director in October 2022 and we found her to provide an immediate spark to 

the organization. Becky Kitz became the interim Board President, and we all went to work.

The housing committee, under the leadership of Jiff Searing, has managed the installation of air conditioning and 

standby electric generators providing improved safety and comfort in all five of our LEO homes. The committee is 

now addressing a backlog of deferred maintenance on our homes. Our residents and their care providers are thrilled 

with the improvements.

With the help of the Issaquah Community Center, LEO volunteers and dedicated instructors were able to offer 

dance, voice, drama, fitness, and social club. We were able to promote in home fitness classes through Maria 

Karama and the popular pizza and bowling through Ollie Vans. 

Care providers, parents and participants were very grateful for these activities as many of our residents were unable 

to work during this time and sorely needed the social engagement. We owe a special thanks to Anne Galasso and 

our instructors for their tireless efforts to make this all happen!

Last Fall, more than twenty LEO members petitioned the City Council of Issaquah to provide staff to administer the 

Special Populations Recreation Programs. Our voices were heard, and I am pleased to announce that Callie Weber

was hired on May 1, 2023, to lead this initiative. We are excited to work with her to expand adaptive recreation 

options and increase capacity.

The Mike House #5 was completed, and an open house celebration occurred in July of ‘22. This home was licensed 

January of 2023 and residents are now moving in as care providers Pam and Cynthia Stefansky complete their 

resident selections. This is a beautiful home that raises our capacity to 27 individual clients. We are aggressively 

looking for more housing opportunities.

Our LEO Picnic was held at Confluence Park on August 31 and 182 were in attendance! Parents, relatives, and 

community members enjoyed an evening of dance, voice and drama performances as they enjoyed the free food 

and drinks provided by LEO. We look forward to repeating the event on August 21, 2023. Invitations will be coming. 

And there is more! 

2022 was the most successful fundraising year yet! As a result of some significant individual gifts, we Topped 

$605,000 in total contributions. These funds give us financial stability and will be critical in funding new housing 

opportunities. 

And finally, after many years of Board membership, I have assumed the role of Board President on January 1, 2023. I 

look forward to building on our strong base to create even more opportunities in the coming year.  I personally thank 

all of you for your past support as we work together to fulfill the mission of the LEO Organization.

Mike Ernst 
Board President 2023



2022 Highlights



Our Focus Areas:

Housing

Education

Recreation

Employment

Special thanks to: 
• Anne Galasso 
• Cheryl Hancock
• Robin Reents
• Maria Kamara 

• Amy & Howard McOmber
• Jake Galasso

• Issaquah Parks & Community Services

For continuing to find and provide recreational opportunities for 
our developmentally disabled adults.   

Our Partners

Taylor Morrison Construction

King County Housing 
Authority

The Kuni Foundation

Issaquah Parks & Community 
Services

Ollie Vans

Taylor Morrison has completed construction on LEO’s 5th

Adult Family Home The Mike Ernst House.  Our Care 
provider Pamela Stefansky moved in. 

• LEO had our first annual picnic for 182 
community members with dance, drama 

and voice performances from our 
recreation participants.

• We were able to provide 11 recreational 
programs, ranging from choir and drama 
to sports. For our residents & other  I/DD 

individuals.



First Annual Picnic 



Programs At A Glance

Housing Education Recreation

The Mike Ernst house 
was completed and 

licensed in 2022. 
All LEO homes now 
have been updated 

with central air 
conditioning and 

stand by generators. 
Lastly, LEO is looking 
forward to our next 
housing project, we 

will announce in 
2023. 

We will reinstate our 
community education 

programs in 2023. 
Education programs 
have been on hiatus 
due to COVID risks.  

LEO partnered with 
Issaquah Parks & Rec 
to provide a unique 
balance of activities 
that promote health 

and foster 
socialization on a 
community level.

LEO contracted with 
trained staff to offer a 

variety of activities, 
including art, music 
and dance, focusing 

on individual 
development for each 

participant.
LEO was also able to 
offer in home fitness 

classes. We look 
forward to expanding 
participation in 2023.

To learn about other programs 
visit us on social media or

E-mail us at info@lifeenrichmentoptions.org.

Welcome to our 2023 Board of Directors

Mike Ernst, President
Becky Kitz, Vice President
Laura Maloney, Past President
Janet Rumer, Secretary
Kiwina Wijaya, Treasurer

Jiff Searing, Housing Chair
Francis Cheung, Member
Karl Pauly, Member
Jim Wright, Member
Linda Lentgis, Member
Jonathan Clark, Member

Interested in joining the board? Email us at info@lifeenrichmentoptions.org!



Artwork by H.M.S., June 2021

Introductions

Hello! My name is Pamela Stefansky,
your proud Care Provider for the 5th LEO home,
the Mike Ernst house! I have been in the
healthcare industry for about 13 years and pride
myself for doing what I love the most, being
around our vulnerable population. Being a Care provider
is emotionally rewarding and gives you a sense of purpose.
It’s an opportunity for me to experience personal and intimate
moments with my residents, that builds a true
genuine connection. It’s not a job, it’s a journey! (:

Care Provider 

Hi, I am Molly Simpson and I joined Life Enrichment 

Options in the Fall of 2022. After almost 8 years of 

working in Parks and Recreation, I decided it was time to 

follow my passion to help support individuals with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities. As the 

program director I am excited to create and facilitate 

recreation programs, work with the board to build 

homes, advocate for our residents and community 

members, and everything in between. I am thrilled to be 

part of such a passionate and hardworking organization. 

LEO Staff | Program Director 



Financial Overview

We are so grateful to donors and 
community partners who support Life 

Enrichment Options. Without your 
generosity and support for our 
mission, the work we do in the 

community would not be possible. 
Your donations enable us to provide 

the highest quality services every day 
of the year.

To make a one-time or reoccurring 

contribution, please visit
www.LifeEnrichmentOptions.org or call 

(425) 996-1229.

THANK
YOU!

The financial information in this report reflects 12 months (January 1st, 2022 – December 31st, 2022).

Life Enrichment Options is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. Financial information is available to the public on request.

Admin
24%

$51,895

Housing
44%

$92,185

Recreation
20%

$42,716

Fund 
Development

12%
$24,742

EXPENSES
$211,300

Contributions
70%

$494,964

Recreation
3%

$21,042

Rent
11%

$77,560

Fundraising Event
16%

$109,526

Total Income
$703,092 

http://www.lifeenrichmentoptions.org/


Suzanne Adams

Tinamarie Antinelli

Monica Antone

Lesley Austin

Clayton & Deborah Barnard

Jennifer Bauer

Dan & Margaret Birdsey

Therese Bleck

Mitch & Barb Boss

Roger Boyce

Terese & John Brasino

Peter Bullard

Tucker & Madison Burns

Rebecca & Jay Buxbaum

Ellen Buxton

Lisa & Bryan Callan

Cindy & Francis Cheung

Cliff Conley

Rick Cooley

Maury Corbin

Harvey Curet

Jed Curtis

Elisabeth & Werner Daghofer

Susan & Arthur Dahlberg

Susan & David Danton

Jennifer  Deger

Wayne Domke

Mike & Deborah Donohoe

Shelley Emerick

Ernie Erke

Bob Ernst

Emily Ernst
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Cathy & Jim Lamb
Linda & Jeff Lentgis
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Laura & Mike Maloney
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Robert McCann
Peter McDougall
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Liz Zeitlin

All our Anonymous

donors thank you! 
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Life Enrichment Options 

Mike House | Open House



Life Enrichment Options 

a year in Photographs 

Mother’s Day Event Fitness Program

Fall Choir & Drama 
Mike House Interior

Christmas Party Challenge Series Race
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